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| don't think this is a call for regime change, if | remember correctly in 2003 when president Bush invaded
Irag basically at that time and he had previous to that identified the three evils as being Iraq, Iran and
North Korea; that action led by the admission of people like Rouhani and others led to Iran reversing its
nuclear ambitions at that time and stopping oil enrichment.

The onus of the proof now is on the Iranians to see how serious they are in accepting this offer from
President Trump as Mr Un in North Korea seems to have accepted Mr. Trump’s bigger button if you like
and has come along for negotiation rather than confrontation.



HE Nohad Machnouk, Minister of Interior and Municipalities, Lebanon
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HE Mahmoud Gebril, President, National Forces Alliance, Libya
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Gen. David Petraeus, Member, KKR and Chairman, KKR Global Institute, Former CIA Director,
USA

What you do need to do is just to acknowledge the extraordinary number of centrifugal forces that are
working to try to tear apart the States and those that comprise this particular region. They obviously are
sectarian, tribal, political, extremist, state sponsors of militias, and outsider Iran trying to Lebanonize not
just Lebanon - which they have done - but also to Lebanonize Syria, Irag and even Yemen.

It's a region that is in considerable turmoil if you aggregate it but | don't think you should aggregate it, |
don't think you can generalize. | think you have to actually look at each country and then if you focus in on
a country.

Certainly the American intervention in Iraq that caused a number of forces to unleash and certainly one of
the results undoubtedly and without question was a Chiia lead government but I'm not going to just accept
the notion that we handed it to Iran on a silver platter...

And what handed Iran - if you were going to make that argument - what gave Iran more influence in Iraq
was actually highly sectarian actions by the Iragi government around the time that our forces left in late
2011 and then that unleashed forces of extremism; Sunni alienation, grievances and resentment and so
it's a heck of a lot more complicated at the very least than saying that America handed something to Iran.

During the period when | was privileged to command the multinational force in Iraq we defeated, we
destroyed, the Iranian supported Iragi militia in the battles of Basra, Sader City, Kadhimiya, and many
other places throughout the Chiia areas of Iraq. And they would have stayed that way had it not for
actions taken in Baghdad,; tragically at the end of 2011 and into 2012.

| think that it's a bit early frankly still to see what the ultimate ramifications are of this | haven't completely
given up on the possibility that there could still be some way forward reached with our the so called E3
the three European partners and ultimately with the other members of the UN Security Council - Russia
and China as well together obviously with Iran. | don't think that Iran at the end of the day wants to feel
the impact of the sanctions again, its economy is already sufficiently troubled.

| think still very early, the Treasury department of the United States has to issue instructions for the
sanctions that are going to be implemented once again some of these are 90 days some are 190 days
that's a long time | think given the developments in the world right now.

| don't think that anyone would council that the deep state of Iran which is after all what keeps the regime
in power; and we are obviously talking now about the Revolutionary Guards Corps, the Revolutionary
Guards Corps Quds corps and the militia which is now supposedly well over a million pipe swingers on
the streets when needed. | don't think that anyone has concluded that these would not do what they were
called on to do by the regime leadership in the event of some big uprising. That moment could come but it
is not something | would anticipate as we say in the United Stated coming soon into a theater near us.

My personal view is that the US lead coalitions should stay in Syria, it should continue to advise and help the Syrian Kurds
and Arabs who are trying to complete the defeat of the Islamic State and in the South East part of the Euphrates valley. But
let me just make one final point we shouldn't just provide military forces and military assets. | think one of the huge lessons
of the battles of the post 9/11 period have been that you cannot counter terrorists Sunni or Chiia you can just counter
terrorist force operations. Yes they are necessary but they are only part - they are necessary - but not sufficient. You have to
have a comprehensive approach and this really comes back to what our Libyan colleague was stressing earlier. And that
includes local governance, it includes basic service restoration.



Raghida Dergham, Founder and Executive Chairman, Beirut Institute, Lebanon-USA
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